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THE EXCAVATIONS OF NEOLITHIC SITES AT 
SAN LI TIEN, HSIN YANG, HONAN 


The Archaeological Team, Bureau of Culture, Honan Province 


The sites of San Li Tien lie in the Shih River basin to the south of Hsinyang in southern 
Honan. Within an area of two square kilometers are several earthern mounds of different size. 
Most of these mounds have an ash layer of 1—4 meter in  pedth which contain 
great’ quantities of potsherds, stone implements and other sort of remains. Some of these ash 
layers have, however, been disturbed by the tombs of Han dynasty, 

In the spring of 1953, the Archaeological Team of the Bureau of Culture, Honan province 
dug five tria] trenches on two of these mounds and cleared up seventcen storage pits in this area. 
They found that each of these two mounds consisted of two distinctively seperate layers. 

Besides the flat-legged and pointed-legged pottery “li’’s which were the. most common find, 

the upper layer of Pao Chia Shan also yielded a considerable number of “tou” type vesscis. Judg- 
ing on the basis of the shapes of “kuei”, “hsien” “p’€n” and others, this layer was artributed to 
Western Chou. 
The upper layer of Pei Chiu contained mainly potsherds with cord impression, with the shapes 
of “kuan” (jug) and “ting” constituting the majority. They bore a close resemblance to thos¢ 
excavated from the early Shang site at Pai Chia Chuang, Chengchou (Honan). The red coarse 
pear-shaped vases were also similar to those excavated from the early Shang site at Lo Ta Miao of 
Chengchou. On the other hand, the type of the cord impressions on their surface suggested a close 
affinity with Lungshan culture. Accordingly, this layer was attributed to either early Shang 
or late Lungshan culture. 

Potsherds of polished black pottery, some with very thin paste, constituted the bulk of the 
_ find from the lower layer of Pao Chia Shan. Their shapes included bowl, “tou”, “p’€n” “ting” etc. 
as well as “tou”’s with perforated high stem and a large number of “tongue-shaped” legs of “ting”. 
They all pointed to an affinity with Lungshan culture, but without yielding any potsherds with squ- 
are basket impression. Evec hose with basketimpression were also very rare here. 

The lower layer of Pei Chiu yielded many “ting” and bowls which were the typical wares of 
the Yangshao culture of Honan. But the rim-footed bowls, black pottery cups, “tou’’s and 
others found here bore a close resemblance to those of Lungshan culture. It should, therefore, be 
attributed to either late Yangshao or early Lungshan. 

The above mentioned material has thrown much new light on the relationship between the 
Yangshao and Lungshan culture. It seems to indicate that the Neolithic culture in the Huai valley 
(The Shih River is one of the latter’s tributaries.) is younger than that found to the North in the 
cradle of ancient China, with vessel shapes which are also quite different from those of the latter. 
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RECONNAISSANCE OF THE NEOLITHIC SITES IN THE 
NING CHEN RANGE AND THE CH’IN 
HUAI VALLEY NEAR NANKING 


Yin Huan Chang and Chang Cheng Hsiacg 


The area investigated in this report lies in the vicinity of Nanking, extending from the city of 
Ma An Shan in southeastern Anhui into the province of Kiangsu to include the cities of Nanking 
and Chén-chiang, the counties of Chiang Ning, Chi Yung and Tan Tu, as well as the northern 
part of the counties of Li Shui and Tan Yang, and the northwestern corner of Wu Chin County. 

In the spring of 1957 along a route of over 4000 kilometers within this area, the authors 
discovered and investigated a total of 131 Neolithic sites of which 127 were the flat-topped “hil- 
lock” type, with only four belonging to the “hill-slope” type. 

These sites usually spread in succession along the banks of rivers and lakes, adjacent to but 
not actually connected with near-by hills. Some of them were found on terraced hillocks but the 
majority were on hillocks with gentle slopes rising 2—3 meters above the present ground level. 
The top of these hillocks is usually flat and their size ranges from 1000 to 3000 square meters. 

The cultural remains found at these sites were basically similar to the material previously 
excavated from the sites of a similar type and may be divided into two groups. The first had a 
cultural Jayer of about one meter in depth, with Neolithic remains lying immediately below — 
the surface soil and suffering very little from later disturbances. The sites along the Yangtze near Ta 
Kang to the east of Chén-chiang belonged to this group. The cultural deposits of the second 
group sometimes reached a thickness of about five meters and might in turn be divided into two ~ 
layers. The upper layer contained not only Neolithic remains but also tombs and ash layers from 
all subsequent periods since Eastern Chou, with a thickness of about two meters. The lower layer 
was predominently Neolithic culture and relatively free from disturbances, 

The specimens of stone tools*and weapons collected included perforated flat axes, narrow 
adzes, stepped adzes, knives with and without perforation, sickles, spinning wheels as well as arro- 
wheads. Among the pottery the red coarse wares constituted the greatest majority and their shapes in- 


: 


cluded “ting”, “li”, “hsien”, “p’én” (basin), “kuan” (jug), “po” (bowl) etc.. The potsherds 
of few polished black pottery revealed the shapes of “tou”, “p’ou”, “lei”, “p’€n’”; etc.. In addition, 


both high-fired and low-fired potsherds with geometric impression were also found on these _ ites, 
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THE CH’U TOMBS OF CHANGSHA 


The Provincial Museum of Hunan 


Since the liberation in 1949, the Commission for the Preservatioy of Ancient Monuments of 
Hunan Province has excavated more than 1000 Ch’u tombs in the suburbs of Changsha. The pre- 
© sent paper is, however, confined to the 209 Ch’u tombs excavated in the south-eastern suburb of 
Changsha between 1952—1956, 

All these tombs had a rectangular earthen shaft in which the filling was often ram- 
med, At one end or on the side of the shaft there was usually a wall niche where the 
funerary pottery was placed. In the larger tcmbs, most of the tomb furniture were found 
in the space between outer and inner coffins, Because of long burial in a climate which was noted 
© for its dampness, the coffins and skeleton were so decomposed in most tombs that no 
@ trace of them was left. But in cases where a layer of white clay was used as a protective seal 
@ around the outer coffin, a remarkable state of preservation was achieved, In al] the excavators 
came upcn 21 relatively well preserved coffins which revealed a highly complicated system 
of tenons and mortises applied in their construction. A further example of the high level 
™ of craftsmanship attained by the carpenters of the time was the exquisitively carved wooden plank 
@ called “Ling Ch’uang” (255K), often found at the bottom of som coffins where it served as a sup- 
@ port for the corpse, with designs in open work of either highly stylized “kuei” dragon motifs 
Or geometric patterns. Unti] its discovery through excavations in recent years, it had often been 
BE taken as a work of unknown use from much later times. 

Pottery was the most common funerary object encountered in the Changsha Ch’u tombs. They 
™@ may be divided into four main groups: (1) A grey coarse ware with cord impression, mainly 
@ ‘li’; (2) A brown coarse ware, also mainly “li”; (3) A grey fine ware which constituted the bulk 
of Changsha Ch’u funerary pottery, with the shapes of “ting”, “tun”, “hu”, “tou”, “p’an”, 
™@ “po” (bowl), “shuo” (ladle), etc.; (4) A brown fine ware with similar shapes as those of group 
: (3). Nearly all the 835 vessels excavated from the 196 of 209 tombs were low-fired wares 
unsuitable for daily use. There was also a considerable number of painted pottery decorated 
@ with cither geometric or “cloud” patterns in brilliant colors of red, yellow, blue, white and black 
painted after firing, (See the color plate) Such decorations were usually found on the cover or 
belly of “ting”, “tun” and “hu” as well as on the rims or center of “tou” and “p’an”. 

An outstanding feature of these tombs was the abundance of bronze weapons excavated, 
especially swords which alone counted 82 out of a total of 209 tombs, This fact tallies well with 
the martial spirit and the love of swords displayed by the Ch’u people as related in “Ch’u Tz’u” 
my (“The Songs of Ch’u”). Some of the swords were found with their lacquer sheath still pre- 
4 served in a surprisingly good condition. Of no less interes: was a number of bronze “ko”, 
@ decorated in a most unique fashion with numerous tiny round or irregularly shaped spots in dark 
silver spread over the entire surface. (Plate 10: 1, 3, 5, 8, 9 and Plate 11: 2) But the exact 
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technique of this unsual decoration favored by the warriors of Ch’u remains a mystery. The most 
striking was, however, the discovery from a tomb of two bronze spearheads, each inscribed 
with more than a hundred characters in a baffling pictorial script which was yet to be deciphered, 
(Plate 12) Finally, an interesting wooden shield and a remarkably well preserved wooden quiver 
complete with bow. and arrows round up the list of unsual weapon finds from Changsha Ch’u 
tombs, (Plate 14: 1,2 and 12). 

Of great interest too was a bronze ewer decorated in its interior with fine incised design of 
strangely garbed figures performing some ritual dance of an unknown nature, adorned by rows 
of trees and birds as well as two fish near the spout, (See p. 49) Bronzes with nearly identical 
incised decoration have in recent years been excavated from several other Warring States tombs 
in Honan and Shansi.* Mention should also be made of a well preserved lacquer “lien” painted 
in bright red on black with dramatic hunting scenes embellished with vivid design of wild birds 
and beasts, (Plate 13: 3) 

The forty five bronze mirrors excavated from these tombs add new strength to Changsha ’s old 
reputation as one of the most famous provenances for early Chinese mirrors. Except for some plain 
ones and one that has a decoration of writhing dragons in high relief against a plain background 
(Plate 6: 1), they bear a striking stylistic resemblance to those reportedly unearthed by tomb 
robbers from the Ch’u tombs in Shou Hsien region before World War II (Plates 6 and 7), so 
much so that some of them could very well be passed off as coming froh the same mould, 

On the basis of the tomb structure, burial system and a comparison of the excavated objects 
with those from the tombs of established date, the present group of Ch’u tombs are attributed to 
three different periods: (1) The Early Period which might stretch as far back as to the beginning 
of the Warring States or even to the end of Ch’un Chiu; (2) The Middle Period which rough- 
ly corresponds to the Warring States; (3) The Late Period which might be as late as the early part 
of the Western Han, 


“Institute of Archaeology, Academia Sinica, “Hui Hsien Fa Chiich Pao Kao” (“The Report on the Excavations a 
at Hui Hsien”), Peking, 1956, p. 116; The commission for the Preservation of Ancient Monuments, Shansi, 4 
“The Excavation of Ancient Tombs at Fen Shui Ling, Ch’anh Chi  Shansi”, K’ao Ku Hsiich Pao, No, 1, ~ 


1957, p, 109; The Yellow River Archaeological Team, “Brief Report on the Excavations at Shen Hsien, Honan”, 
K’ao Ku T?ung Hsin, No, 11, 1958, p. 75, 
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PACKONKA XAHCKUX BAALWA MPOB. XSHAHb 


ompad Bwopo npoe. 


Cento HaxofHTCA Ha CeBepO-3allafle Ha PaCCTOAHHH OKOJIO 30 KM. OT roposa 
mpos. X3HaHb. Bokpyr Hero XoJIMbI. Peka npoTeKaeT MHMO 
C Ha BOCTOK. 


1951 KomuccHa no OxXpaHe NaMATHHKOB KyJIbTypbhi NpoB. X3HaHb C03 Jala 
MyHKT H BeJla packonky B CeJie Baila B CBA3H C NOCTpolKo# Bo- 
no8ma. Tam pa6oTamH HeKOTOpbie OTPAAbI ApyrHx yupex 
PackonaHHo BCero 263 JpeBHHe MOFHJI, B TOM 4YHCJle, XaHCKHe. STH 
MOrHJIbl B B BOCTOWHOM paiione peKH uw Bada. 


MOXKHO pa3feJHTb MO HX CTpyKType Ha 1, MOTHJIbI 
Co 43 2, C CTeHOH H MaJIeHbKO— 
CBOAHOM Kpbillie#; 3, MOFHJIbI CO CTeHOM H3 
CBOAHOM 4, MOIFHJIbI TOJIbKO C CBOAHOH 
5, rpyHToBble Y 1-ofo HHOra B 
HeKOTOpbie H3 HHX C GoKoBoH, Kamepod. MorvJini TObKO C CBOAHOM 
TaKxKe B H C KOPOTKHMH ApoMocaMH, KamMepoii H Kame- 
po rpo6a. Caoquan Kpbillla yJlowKeHa MapaMH apowHbIX u mpsa- 
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4 

4 


MOYFOJIbHbIX WHMOBLIX Tom 43 MaJieHbKHXx ABepb 
yJiowKeHa 3aKpbITa NyCTOTeJbIMH HJM KA@MeCHHbIM IIHTaMH, MaJle- 
HbKHMH Ha KaMeHHOH ABepH yKpalleHbi H3BanHHaMH. Jipepu 


[pyHTOBbIX KYpFaHOB 3aKpbITbI NYCTOTeJIbIMH HJIH MaJIGHbKHMH HX 
H3 MyCTOTeJbIxX KHpuHued. 


BoJIbUIHHCTBO Ha JeHHbIX BelljeH KepaMHKa, HeMHOrHe OpoH30Bble H KeJIe3HbIe. 
Bpow3oBble CH(Ta3), *eJie3Hbie @y(KOTe BaPKH GaCTb rIMHAHOM NOCcy 
KepaMHKH H3rOTOBJIeHO H3 rJIMHbI Ceporo UBeTAa, a JIpyrHe H3 
TJIMHbI MecKa. OO>kur KepaMHKH B OCHOBHOM HMEeT BBICOKyI0 CTeleHb TBepAocTH. 
yaCTb KepaMHKH JiellJieHa CoCOGoM NPHMeHeHHA Kpyra, ApyrHe——0 @opMam. 
OpHamMeuTHI KepaMHKH TObKO WHYPOBbIMH, CNHPaJIbHbIMH H paCIHCHbIMH 
y30paMH. KepaMHKH KPHHKH, (COCyA MopMbi, 
H3 OOOHX OJHHAKOBbIX MOJIOBHHAa Wiapa, KaK 2 MMHCKH), COCYJbI, B3H 
KyBUIHH), CBHH4pHHK, HAHb (M@JieHbKHH @yTJIap, C TpeMA HOKKAMH. 
G6e3 HOoxwKeK, @opma KOToporo H WapoBad H TapeJKa, Mewb, 
CKJlagq, CTymKa, KOTeJI, U33H (FOpwiOK BapKH Ha NMapy), 
dy, MHCKH, WalIKH C yillKaM, H T. COOaKH 
KypHubt. morpeOaJIbHble MpeyMeTHI: CH, HaKOHeYHHKH CTpeJl, OpaxH, MOHETHI, 


3epKaJia H T. MewH, HOK H Ap. Hapsayy c STHMH Haxo{KaMu 
H CTeKJIAHHEIC. 


STH N0Ka3ai0T, 4TO THM H3 H MaJICHbKHX 
ABJIAeTCA NepeXOMHOM OT H3 JO MOFrHJI H3 MaJie- 


HbKHX BCTpeyalOTCA H3 UIMNOBLIX B ApyrHx 
MecTax XSHAaHb. 


H3 YaCTb 'pyHTOBbIX OTHOCATCA K ApeBHeMy 
H Nepvoxy Xau, a MOFHJIb 43 M@JIeHbKHX BpemMeHH 
OT no3sqHero cpegnero nepHona Boctowoa Xaxn. Moran, 
JIBepb KOTOPLIX 3€KPbITHI NyCTOTeJIbIMH KHpMHYaMH, HeEMHOKKO pauHee. 
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PACKONKA XAHCKUX B OKPECTHOCTAX YE30B 


Myseii npoe. 


yuxxoy) mpoxomuT yepe3 Hux. Peka MpoTeKaeT Ha TeppH- 
TOPHH ye30B Ha BOCTOK H BJIMKaeTCa B peky Yu3aH. Ha TeppHTOopHu ye3q0B MpoTeKaloT 
MHOrHe JipyrHe peuKH, XOJIMbI H Morvan, B 
HaXOAATCA Ha paBHHHe, MlaTPopMax XoOJIMax. 

1955 T. OOcJieqoBaJl ApeBHHe MOFHJIbI B 3TOM palione. 
1956, 1957 19581. 3 pa3a, BCefo 28 
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TpyHToBble, HW KaMeHHble. Ooviee 
300. 

uBeta. KepamHkKa >eJITOrO H3rOTOBJIeHa H3 MecKa, a KpacHoro uBeTa—— 
MeJIKoH Kepamuka cnoco6oM MpHMeHeHHsa roHyapHoro Kpyra. OpHa- 
MeHTbI, B OOJIBLIHHCTBe, BCTpeyaioTCA Ha KepaMHKe BbICOKOH TBepACCTH, OHH Mpeycta- 
BepxHad 4YaCTb KepaMHKH yaCTO NOKpbiTa ria3sypbio. PopmMbl KepaMHKH 
MOXKHO B B3H, Oo MHCKH, 
MaJIeHbKHe CTOJIbI H T. OpoH30BbIX CJle CH, KpHHKH. 
yaulKH C yUIKaM, (2kepTBeHHbI Cocy, KaK Ba3a), TapeJIKH, @y, X3 (4aiHHKH), 
113800 (MaJIeHbKHH KOTe.1 C pyKOATbIO 3 HOMKEK), NOCTABKH Ba3bl, 
3epKaJla, yepenaxH, MOHeTbI, CeKHpbI. KOMHA, Ap. PKeJe3Hble Bell 
Me4H, HOXKH, TONOPbI, B MOTH! OOHapyKeHbI 
JlaKOBble HO CJIMUIKOM PopMbI MOMKHO pa3ieJIMTb Ha CJle- 
TapeJIKH, C yUIKaM, MaJieHbKHe CTOJIbI, HAHb, A. Ha 4 
jlaKOBbIX yallieK C yUIKaM HaXOJHTCH 4TO 3 WapcTBOBaHHa 
(1—-5 H. 3.), H3rOTOBJIeHO B (HMA OOaCTH), HMA JIaKH- 
pOBLIHKa H CepeOpsHbie COCyIbI, H yKpallieHHa afaTa, 
HW CTekJia. 

CtpykTypa rpyHTOBbIX MOFHJI C H3BeCTHbIMH B JiyHcyHBOa ye3na Bacau 
mpos. CplyyaHb XaHCKHMH MOrHJiaMH. KupnvuHple H KaMeHHble MOrHJibl, BO MHOTHX, B 
CTPyKType OJHOBPeMeHHbIX MOrHJ MpoB. XyHaHb, Kantou, 
Ap. MecTax. 

KepamukKa H3 rpyHTOBbIX MOFHJI Ha KepaMHKy H3 XaHCKHX MOrHJl B Xya- 
KaHToH. OpHamMeHT Ha OpoH3oBoli Ba3e, @opMbl X3 H KpHHK 
(opMe HW OPHaMeHTYy H3 MOFHJI QHHAaCTHH SanagHow Xan B Hagnucu Ha 
yaliKax C yUIKaM B OJHHAaKOBOM CTH.le TaKHX 43 JlonaH (37), Kopea. Bpou3o- 
Bble 3epKaJia H MOHeTbI BCe XaHcKHe. MorvJibl NO “3 
CTBOBaHHA BpeMeHH XaHCKOH JHHACTHH, OHH OTHOCATCA K BPeMeHH OT 

PackonKa 3THX MOFHJ) MMeeT 3HayeHHe nmo3HaHHA TOrO, 4TO JHHaCTHA Xan 
OCBOHJIa TeppHTOpHiO H OOJacTH: YauH u L]3aHKo 
W3I0Hb. []3aHKOU3IOHb B MomeT ObITb, B HbIHeWIHHX ye3/1ax 
NO Ha JlaKOBbIX 4allKaX C yUIKaM, a Kpome Toro, 
HMA MaCTepoB MOKaxKeT 8 MpplleCCOB TeXHOJIOTHH B JIaKOBbIX 
pa3qeneHve Tpyza. 
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